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US – China trade tension – a feasible 

solution for Chinese manufacturers 
 

While there are unexpected and unreasonable policies of high import duty impost against China 

products by the US Government are challenges to Chinese manufacturers, Vietnam has gradually 

become the strategic trading partner with both US and China, provided that US was Vietnam’s biggest 

export market, followed by the EU and China.  

 

A recent report published by the Financial Times (UK) separately showed that Vietnam's exports to the 

United States saw the biggest increase among 40 key exporting countries to the United States. On that 

basis, Vietnam has become a promising and emerging land for manufacturing and exporting to US. 

Vietnam would be foreseen to qualify for GSP enabling favorable import duty by US in the near future. 

It would be suitable time for Chinese manufacturers to make decisions for moving the whole or a part of 

manufacturing activities to Vietnam to achieve benefits of export to US. 

 

Vietnam has increasingly opened wide doors of cooperation with several countries and regions through 

bilateral treaties or regional treaties of tariff such as the FTA between ASEAN member states, the FTA 

between ASEAN member states and China, the RCEP, EVFTA and so fourth. 

 

The Central Government has also made great effort in boosting Vietnam competitiveness in terms of 
international trade by reforming Vietnam export-related regulations more transparent and encouraging, 
especially the legal matters of the grant of Certificate of Origin (CO). 
  

In the absence of a FTA between Vietnam and US, the CO form B has been currently applied by 

Vietnam-based manufacturers for export to US. To obtain CO, the below standard process would be 

followed, including key steps: 

 

Step 1 - initially lodge the application dossier of Foreign Trader Registration online via VCCI website.  
 

Step 2 - upon the approval on Foreign Trader Registration, the application procedure for obtaining the 
C/O Form B can be conducted online via VCCI website. The application documents mainly include: 
the Request Form, the C/O Form B, the Export Customs Declaration Form, the Commercial Invoice, 
the Bill of Lading and the Packing List. 

 
Step 3 - the result would be commonly released within 8 hours, provided no on-site inspection is required 

 

RT LCT has established a network to cooperate with large companies of logistics and collaborate with 

the relevant authorities regarding export to US. We provide legal, tax and customs assistance to foreign 

investors regarding export to US effectively and efficiently. We provide clients not only advisory, 

planning, documentation to obtain CO for export to US, but also assistance in audits by the competent 

authorities, in appeals and/or litigation against unfavorable administrative decisions by the authorities.  
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Contacts 

   

     
 

Nguyen Hung Du 

Partner, Head of Tax 

 

T +84 28 3821 2382 

 

du.nguyen@rajahtannlct.com 

 

 

 

 

Vu Thi Que 

Chairwoman, Head of 

Corporates Services 

 

T +84 28 3821 2382 

 

que.vu@rajahtannlct.com 
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Our Regional Contacts 
 
 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

   

Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

    

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

 

Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com 

   

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage 

which may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 
 

 
 

 

Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers has a multi-faceted talent pool of lawyers with expertise in a range of practice areas who are able to provide end-to-end 

legal services for all transactions in Vietnam. Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers is also able to handle cross-border transactions involving other jurisdictions, 

particularly those within the Indochina region. 

 

Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South Asia.    

 

The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Vietnam and, through 

international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 

displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 

without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers. 

 

Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 

to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 

of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 

specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers. 


