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Recent Legal Developments in Vietnam 
 

 
1. Circular No. 34/2017/TT-BTNMT on recall and treatment of discarded products: 
 
On 04 October 2017, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment promulgated Circular No. 34/2017/TT-
BTNMT on recall and treatment of discarded products (“Circular 34”) as a guidance for Decision No. 16/2015/QĐ-
TTg providing regulations on recall and treatment of discarded products, which comes into force on 20 November 
2017, laying down major points as follows: 
 
Recall stations include 3 types as to internal, stationary and mobile one. The quantity and locations thereof are 
determined on the basis of quantity of products sold in Vietnamese market, supply chain of the manufacturer and 
distance to the intended discarded product treatment and recycling establishment1. Circular 34 also clarifies 
technical requirements and procedures for management of recall stations. 
 
Manufacturers, owners or operator of the stationary recall station, owners or operators of the internal recall station 
the waste collection and treatment establishment shall prepare an annual report on recall and treatment of 
discarded products (beginning from 01 January to 31 December inclusive).2  
 
2. Guidance on business of betting on horse racing, greyhound racing and international soccer.   
 
On 04 October 2017, the Ministry of Finance issued Circular No. 101/2017/TT-BTC (Circular 101) guidelines for 
some article of the Government's Decree No. 06/2017/ND-CP on business of betting on horse racing, greyhound 
racing and international soccer which will take effect on December 01, 2017.  
 
The Circular No 101 stipulates notable expenditures on betting business as follows:   
 

i. Payout is the amount of money paid by the betting enterprise to bet winners in accordance with the betting 

rules and tax law3;  

 
ii. The commission rate shall be decided by the betting enterprise and specified in the agent contract between 

the betting enterprise and the bet ticket agents4. The betting enterprise shall withhold personal income tax 

payable by employees of the bet ticket agent before paying commission according to tax law5; 

 
iii. Payment of remunerations to members of the race surveillance council; 

 
iv. Regarding cost of payout authorization: The fee for payout authorization shall be decided by the betting 

enterprise and shall not exceed 0.2% of the payout provided by the agent under authorization6. 

The Circular also states that the race may be suspended and handled in some cases such as cheating in organizing 
the race, inappropriate weather or surface for the race7. 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                    
1 Circular 34, Article 3 
2 Circular 34, Art 7 
3 Circular 101, Art 11.1 
4 Circular 101, Art 11.2.(a) 
5 Circular 101, Art 11.2.(c) 
6 Circular 101, Art 11.4.(b)  
7 Circular 101, Art 7.2.(c) 
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3. New Decree on manufacturing, assembly, import, warranty and maintenance service of motor 
vehicles   
 

On 17 October 2017, the government of Vietnam issued Decree No. 116/2017/ND-CP setting out the conditions for 
the manufacture, assembly, importation, and offering of warranty and maintenance services of automobiles (Decree 
116).  
 
Under the Decree, automobile manufacturers and assemblers have to comply with the conditions of facilities, 
human resources, labor safety and hygiene, fire safety, and environmental protection8 as well as obtain a certificate 
from the Ministry of Industry and Trade (the "MOIT").9 
 
Automobile importers, in order to obtain an Automobile Importing Business License, are required to engage 
appropriate warranty and maintenance center(s) owned/leased by the motor vehicle importer or belonging to the 
dealer network authorized by such importer as well as be authorized by the relevant offshore 
manufacturer/assembler to conduct recalls in Vietnam.10 

In order to obtain a certificate from the Vietnam Register, enterprises which provide warranty and maintenance 
services shall meet conditions on workshops, premises, work areas, tools and equipment, human resources and 
quality management systems in accordance with the national standard TCVN 11794:2017, as well as occupational  
safety and health, fire prevention and firefighting, records on environmental protection11.  

4. New guidance on casino business  

 

On 05 November 2017, the Ministry of Finance issued Circular No. 102/2017/TT-BTC (“Circular 102”) guiding a 

number of articles of Decree No. 03/2017/ND-CP (“Decree 03”) on casino businesses, which takes effect on 1 

December 2017.  

 

The Circular stipulated notable points include (i) the logbook recording information about Vietnamese players at 

casino on a trial basis must be kept for at least 5 years for the purpose of consolidating and evaluating the pilot 

scheme for allowing Vietnamese citizens to gamble at casinos12 and (ii) the company’s revenues and other income 

consist of revenues from casino business,  revenues from other business lines other than casino business as per 

the law,  financial revenues and other income (if any).13 Especially, Cicular 102 also provides detailed documents 

justifying a Vietnamese financially eligible for gambling at casinos.14    

 

                                                                    
8   Decree 116, Article 7 
9   Decree 116, Article 8 
10 Decree 116, Article 15  
11 Decree 116, Article 21 
12 Decree 102, Art 3.1 
13 Decree 102, Art 10 
14 Decree 102, Art 4 
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Our Regional Contacts 

  
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 
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sg.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 
Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    
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R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 
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Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 
 
Ho Chi Minh City Office 
T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    
F  +84 28 3520 8206 
 
Hanoi Office 
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Member firms are constituted and regulated in accordance with local legal requirements and where regulations require, are 
independently owned and managed. Services are provided independently by each Member firm pursuant to the applicable terms 
of engagement between the Member firm and the client. 
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Our Regional Presence  

 

Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers has a multi-faceted talent pool of lawyers with expertise in a range of practice areas who are able to provide end-to-end 
legal services for all transactions in Vietnam. Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers is also able to handle cross-border transactions involving other jurisdictions, 
particularly those within the Indochina region. 
 
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Singapore, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Japan and South Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Vietnam and, through 
international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly 
displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for any purpose save as permitted herein) 
without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers. 

 
 


